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IJuly Chapter Meeting

By John Carlson

Vacation time resulted in a relatively light
attendance of only 23. However a good
and lively meeting was enjoyed (I think)
by all. Visitors included Tim Eriksen and
son David from Novato and invited by
Prez Rod after meeting them during a
visit to Hangar One. Hope to see you
again soon. Also Stu Bennett, well known
to many, an Oakland Cloud Duster and
active SAM F/F'er, came with Bill
Vanderbeek. These guys never come
empty handed but always bring really
nice prizes for the Raffle. Thanks again
to you both. Another attendee we had not
seen for some time was member Janina

Robinson who sadly informed us that
circumstances made it necessary to .
return to British Columbia for at least the

immediate future. Those present
expressed their disappointment at this
news and all wished Janina well, with the

hope she would soon return. Maybe she
can find her way clear to attend the Crash
& Bash in October. We hope so!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Prez Rod Persons presented a Certificate
of appreciation to Remo Galeazzi for his
hosting last month's meeting and his
presentation on the restoration of the
Rose Parakeet aircraft. Another

Certificate was presented to Don Bekins
for his discussion on the use of Polyspan
covering.

John Carlson advised that the lease with
the Novato Fire Protection District for the

use of our meeting room has been
renewed for another year.

John also advised that the Napa R/C
Club flying field at Kennedy Park is in
danger of being shut down as a result of
complaints from residents in the
development across the river.

Stu Bennett announced that the US/West

Team had won the postal meet for the

Chardonnay Cup sponsored by the
Australian F/F'ers. Entries were from
Australia, New Zealand, US/ West and
US/East (and maybe Canada), all former
British colonies, resulting in the alternate
name of FOCKUP for the contest. The

model flown was the FAI Coupe. High
scorer was Bob White. The prize was a
bottle of Chardonnay, all of the entry
countries being producers of that product.

OLD BUSINESS

Polys pan
The Polyspan is selling well. Maybe too
well. As of 7/26 we have sold all but
about

15 ft, leaving less than 25 ft of the original
50 m. (164'). We had to limit sales to
SAM 27 members only, which resulted in
refusing Jim Adams, of all people. Sorry
Jim!! DOA BekiAs is trying -(e find another
source for the material. To avoid

potential problems with Starline who
have, or are, trade marking the name
Polyspan, we are seeking another name.
PolySAM and SAMspan have been
suggested. Any further suggestions?

Carbon Fiber Tow

The June 1995 Antique Flyer contained
an offer of FREE carbon fiber tow to

anyone sending a SSAE. Well, things
just got easier - Fred Terzian brought and
presented to SAM 27 a large spool of the
material. The quantity is unknown but it
looks like a lot. The Club will have the

spool available at future meetings and
any reasonable quantity will be given to
attendees. Quite a few took advantage of
the offer that evening without making an
observable dent in the quantity. The tow
is about .006" thick, 1/4" wide, with
parallel, non-woven strands and makes
ideal reinforcement to structural members

in tension, such as the bottom of a spar,
when attached with CA or epoxy.

SAM Rules Balloting
Don Bekins reminded members that the

July-August SAM SPEAKS contains the
ballot form for the proposed 1995 rules
changes and urge everyone to send in
their vote without delay. Don also

advised that Bruce Augustus will be
replacing Bill Kimbell as Editor of SAM
SPEAKS.

SAM CHAMPS

During his recent visit to Colorado, Don
Bekins, with Art Hillis, toured the contest

site. Don Reports every thing is looking
good but advised that any with Trexler
wheels on their model should change to a
foam or solid tired wheel. It seems there

is a fairly small, low growing cactus at
scattered locations, the spines of which
are deadly to the thin Trexler tires but no
problem to shoe soles or bike tires. The
previously reported lone tree in the
several square mile site is recognized as
being a magnet for F/F models and
therefore a special prize (or prizes?) will
be awarded for landing in the tree. Don
also reported that plywood sheets would
be provided for model takeoff.

OfT Rubber Meet

Jerry Rocha reported that the parking
area had been mowed to reduce the fire
hazard and would be marked with tape.

Jerry, Dick O'Brien and Bob Wakerley did
the mowing job. Thanks guys!! A brief
report and contest results appear
elsewhere herein.

1/2 A Texaco Scale Postal Meet

SAM 27's team for this was hastily pulled
together by telephone and during the
MECA Collecto, and arranged to be flown
on Sunday, July 16. Ed Hamler was
away in Alaska so Jerry Rocha did the
CD honors. The weather was ideal, warm

with a light breeze and pretty good
thermal action as the day progressed.
Results were as follows:

Ray Me Gowan Messerschmitt M-17
1679 sec.

Jerry Rocha AVRO 560
1537 sec.

Pete Samuelsen J-3 Cub
494 sec.

Team Total 3710 sec.

Also flying, but not very well, was John
Carlson with his Anzani Longster. With
much encouragement from Bob Wakerley
and after several crashes, two official
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